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Symphony of Grace
Every nowand then,an artist surprises you in thebest possible

way. I have onlybeen familiar with AustinGlover by seeing his ads
in ourmagazine andspotting hisname onthe charts. It wasn’tuntil
recently that I actually heard his music for the first time. I was
listening to Christian Voice Radio when Symphony of Grace came
on. The moment he reached the chorus, I immediately got goose
bumps andstopped what I wasdoing. Thatvoice, thatpassion, that
anointing - it arrested my attention. When the song ended, the DJ
said, “Thatwas AustinGlover withhis hit song, Symphony ofGrace.”
I can honestly say I am now a fan of his music, and I am thrilled to
feature himon thismonth’s cover.Be sure to readhis inspiringstory
in the pages ahead.

Spring - a Season of New Life
March has always felt like a month of holy transition. Winter

loosens itsgrip, thedays stretcha little longer, andcreation begins
its slowawakening. Springnever arrivesall atonce - it unfolds.Bud
by bud. Birdsong by birdcall. Light by light. And in that gentle
unfolding, I’m reminded that Godoften works the same way in us.
Renewal doesn’t always come withfireworks. Sometimes it comes
quietly, faithfully, like the first green shoot pushing through cold
soil.

This season invites us to look again at the places in our lives
where God is stirring something new. Maybe it’s a dream we
thought had gone dormant. Maybe it’s a calling we’ve been
hesitant to step into. Maybe it’s simply the reminder that the same
God who brings life back to the earth is more than able to breathe
life into us. Spring is God’s annual sermon on hope, preached
through creation itself.

St. Patrick’s Day
And speakingof hope,March alsobrings us to St. Patrick’s Day

- a holiday that, beneath the parades and green shirts, carries a
powerful spiritual legacy. Patrick wasn’t a symbol of luck; he was a
symbol of obedience. A man once enslaved, who returned to the
very land of his captivity to share the Gospel with the people who
had wrongedhim. His life wasmarked by forgiveness, courage, and
unwavering devotion to the call of God.

Patrick’s story reminds us that ministry is rarely convenient
and often costly. Yet it is always worth it. He stepped intoa culture
that didn’t understand him, armed with nothing but the truth of
Christ and the conviction that God had sent him. And because he
obeyed, generations were transformed.

As we step into this new season - both natural and spiritual -
may we carry that same courage.

May we welcome the fresh work God is doing in us. May we
listen for His voice, follow His leading, and trust that every act of
obedience plants a seed that will bear fruit in His perfect time.

Spring is here. Renewal is here. And God is still writing stories
- in the world, in the Church, and in each of us.
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FFIREIRE
The Bridegroom Cometh, Go Ye Out to Meet Him (Part 2)

Gabriel Swaggart

“While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept. And at midnight, there was a cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.” - MATTHEW
25:5-6

As Christ continues this all-important narrative, it is now
midnight. However, when he speaks of midnight, He
is not actually speaking of the time of day, but rather

that we are living in the last of the last days. I want to focus
on the fact that we are not told in Scripture when the Lord is
going to come back, and because of that, we must live our
lives as being ready for that momentous event to take place
at any time. Of what momentous occasion are we speaking?
We are, of course, speaking of the rapture of the church. I
want to take this time to answer some questions about the
rapture of the church that some of you may have.

WHENWILL THE RAPTURE TAKE PLACE?
The first question that I want to answer is regarding when

the rapture of the church will take place. According to our
text, and several others that we will refer to, we do not know
when the rapture will take place, but one thing we do know
is that it could take place at any moment. Jesus said in
Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour knows no man, no,
not the angels in heaven, but MyFather only.” Wehave heard
from many individuals peddling the idea that they have
decoded some secret message throughout the pages of the
Bible that will guarantee the exact date of the rapture, but all
have been proven wrong. The above
Scripture tells us that NO ONE knows
when this event will take place. So, when
you hear someone proclaiming that he
knows when the rapture will take place,
do not believe him.

I can tell everyone one thing about
the rapture, and that is that it will take place. Seeing thatmajor
events take place every 1,000 to 2,000 years, we know that
this day is drawing nigh. And seeing thatwe don’t know when
the rapture will take place, we should live our lives as
prepared as we possibly can.

WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS OF BEING
INCLUDED IN THE RAPTURE?

This next question is one that has been asked by many
throughout the years, and the answer is very simple. The only
qualification to be included in the rapture is to be saved or,
in other words, born again. This means to accept Christ as
one’s per sonal Lord and Savior, to be washed in the blood

of the Lamb, to believe that Jesus Christ died and rose again,
and He is now seated by the right hand of the Father.

To make a few people unhappy with my statement, this
means that you do not need to speak in tongues to be saved
and to make it to heaven. I understand that there are some
who believe that in order to be saved, the individual in
question needs to speak in tongues, but that is a wrong belief
system. There is nothing in Scripture that says that one has
to speak in tongues in order to be saved. Nothing! However,
I do want to make one thing very clear - I believe in the
baptism with the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking
with other tongues, but one does not need that in order to
make the rapture or to make heaven his home. The baptism
with the Holy Spirit is for service, meaning that we need the
infilling of the Holy Spirit to live this life here on earth. As
someone has said, “We don’t need the Holy Spirit to get to
heaven, but we need the Holy Spirit to go to Wal-Mart.”

WITHOUT THEBAPTISMWITHTHE HOLYSPIRIT,
LITTLE CAN BE DONE FOR GOD

I understand that some may disagree with this next
statement, but I believe it to be scriptural.Without the power
of the Holy Spirit, and I speak of one being filled with the
Spirit, there is little that can be done for God on this earth.
This is why it was an imperative statement made by Christ in
Acts 1, that every single disciple (Christian) needs to be filled
with the Holy Spirit and speak with tongues.

I have had many Christians try and argue this point by
bringing up individuals whohave done a greatwork forChrist
without being filled with the Spirit. My answer to them has
always been the same - they walked in the light that they
knew, and God honored such. However, we have been given
much more light, and being filled with the Spirit is a part of
that light. If we reject what God has provided, there is not
much that He can do within our hearts and lives.

WATER BAPTISM
Along with this thought, there are some who believe that

we need to bewater baptized in order to be saved.Once again,
this is an erroneous belief. What are we to do with the dying
thief who hung next to Christ and died believing that Christ

“Faith in Christ and the cross is the only
requirement to be saved, and as such, is the only

requirement to be qualified for the rapture.”
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was, and is, the Messiah? He did not have time to be
water baptized, and neither was he filled with the Spirit,
but yet, Christ told him that he would be welcomed into
paradise. Think of this: when that dying thief went down
with Christ to paradise, he didn’t stay for long because
when Christ led captivity captive and brought the old
covenant believers to heaven, he was one of them. That
man is in heaven right now all because he believed.

Water baptism is simply an outward sign of what has
already happened on the inside of the individual. Water
does not, and cannot, save anyone. There are many who
believe that one has to be baptized in water to be saved,
but once again, that is not scriptural. I once heard a
famous Country music singer make the statement when
asked when he accepted Christ, that he was baptized in
water at a young age, and because of that, he was good
to go. Notice that he never made a profession of faith, or that
once he said yes to Christ, he knew that he had been changed.
The only thing he said was that hewas baptized in water. Am
I saying that this famous Country music singer is not saved?
No, because I don’t know his heart. What I am saying is that
if that person, or anyone, places his faith in the act of water
baptism and not in Christ, then all that happened was a
ceremony.

Faith in Christ and the cross is the only requirement to be
saved, and as such, is the only requirement to be qualified for

the rapture. If you are truly born again, then you are a
candidate for heaven. In the meantime, while we are waiting,
we must be vigilant in whatGod has given us.We never know
when that day will come when He will call us home, whether
in death or by the rapture.We see from our text that when the
bridegroom came, there werefive virginswho were not ready,
and neither were they looking for Him.

To be continued in the next issue.
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Remembering...
RICHARD SMALLWOOD - RON KENOLY

By Cory Parker

Richard Smallwood
November 30, 1948 – January 25, 2026

Born November 30, 1948, Richard Smallwood entered
the world with a gift that would one day reshape the sound of
worship across generations. Long before choirs lifted their
hands to his music, long before Total Praise became a global
anthem, there was simply a young boy in Washington, D.C.,
sitting at a piano and discovering that God had placed
something extraordinary in him.

Smallwood didn’t just compose songs - he constructed
cathedrals of sound. His classical training, blended with the
soul of Black Gospel tradition, created a musical language
that felt both ancient and new. Every chord carried intention.
Every lyric carried weight. And every song carried the
unmistakable imprint of a man who knew what it meant to
seek God with his whole heart.

His music became a refuge for the broken, a celebration
for the joyful, and a steady companion for believers walking
through the valleys of life.Center of My Joy, I Love the Lord,
Anthem of Praise, and of course, Total Praise - these weren’t
just compositions. Theywere lifelines. Theywere prayers set
to melody. They were sermons wrapped in harmony.

What made Smallwood remarkable wasn’t only his
brilliance, though he had plenty of it. It was his vulnerability.
He wrote from the deep places - grief, hope, longing, faith -
and he invited the Church to be honest before God. His
transparency about mental health and personal struggle gave

permission for others to breathe, to heal, to believe that
worship could rise even from the ashes.

He carried himself with a quiet dignity, a gentle spirit,
and a reverence for God that shaped every stage he stepped
onto. Choir directors studied him. Musicians revered him.
Worshipers felt seen by him. And through it all, he remained
a servant - never chasing fame, only chasing the presence of
the One who inspired every note.

The world learned he had passed away on January 25,
2026, leaving behind a legacy that feels almost immeasurable.
His departure created a hush across the gospel community -
not the silence of despair, but the reverent quiet that follows
a life well lived.

Richard Smallwood has simply gone where his music
always pointed: into the presence of the Lord he adored.

And the Church, forever shaped by his gift, simply
whispers back the words he taught us to sing:“You are the
source of my strength… You are the strength of my life.”

Ron Kenoly
December 6, 1944 – February 3, 2026

Born December 6, 1944, in Coffeyville, Kansas, Ron
Kenoly’s his life became a living testimony of joy, humility,
and unwavering devotion to leading God’s people into
authentic worship.
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From his earliest years, music was woven into his
identity. After graduating high school, he served in the United
States Air Force from 1965 to 1968, performing with the band
The Mellow Fellows - a season that sharpened his musical
gifts and introduced him to audiences across military bases.

But it was his return to Christ in the 1970s that redirected
his path from secular stages to sacred spaces, setting the
course for a ministry that would impact the world.

His breakthrough came in the early 1990s with Integrity
Music, where albums like “Lift Him Up” (1992), “God Is
Able” (1994), and “Welcome Home” (1996) reshaped the
sound of congregational worship. “Lift HimUp” became the
fastest‑selling worship album of its time, and songs such as
Ancient of Days, Jesus Is Alive, and Be Glorified became
global anthems still sung today.

Kenoly’s ministry was marked not only by musical
excellence but by theological depth. He often reminded
worship teams that “worship begins long before the first note
is played,” teaching that true worship flows from gratitude,
obedience, and a life surrendered to Christ. His longtime
music director, Bruno Miranda, described him as a man of
“integrity, humility, and reverence,” whose leadership shaped
generations of worshipers. “He was never an artist, never an
entertainer. He was a worship leader.”

Throughout his five‑decade career, Ron Kenoly traveled
the world, leading worship gatherings, mentoring worship
leaders, and bringing a contagious joy to every platform he
touched. His ministry resonated especially strongly across
Africa, where he became a beloved figure at major worship
events and inspired countless psalmists.

Dr. Ron Kenoly, one of the most influential voices in
modern praise and worship, stepped into glory on February
3, 2026, at the age of 81.

Ron Kenoly’s passing marks the end of an era, but his
voice continues to echo in sanctuaries around the world. His
songs remain a soundtrack of praise for millions, and his life
stands as a reminder that worship is not performance - it is
surrender.

Well done, good and faithful servant.
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MMEDITATIONEDITATION
Fellowship with God

Margie Tanner

T he Greek word for fellowship in the Bible
is koinonia. This term signifies
communion, partnership, and sharing in

common.
Genesis 1: 27 states, “So God created man in his

own image, in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them.”

What was God’s purpose in creating humanity?
He wanted to have fellowship with man. God came to
the garden in the cool of the day and walked and talked
and spent time with Adam and Eve. Sin broke man’s
fellowship with God, but God’s desire to fellowship
with man did not change. God set in motion to design
a place whereby man could have fellowship with him
through the redemption plan.

“That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ.” - 1 John 1:3

God Hasmade the plan possible through the death
and resurrection of his son Jesus. There are things we
must do to walk in that fellowship with him. First, we
must have a change in our lifestyle. We must walk in
the light because God is light. 1John 1: 5 and 6 tells
us, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we
lie, and do not the truth.”

To walk with Christ denotes direction and progress. The
bible says Enoch walked with God. That indicates that there
was such great fellowship between God and Enoch that one
day God just took Enoch home with him.

The Word also states that two cannot walk together except
they agree. Fellowship requires communication, spending
quality time and conversation with another. You cannot have
fellowship with God without talking to him. Fellowship with
God has to be a daily occurrence, not just a Sunday morning
brief encounter.

When you love someone - such as a family member, a
child, or a special friend - there is a longing in your heart to
see them and spend time with them. How do you think God
and Jesus feel when his children never communicate with
them, or the only time they hear from them is when they want
or need something?

There should be a longing in your heart to close out the
world daily and spend quality time with Jesus – praising and
sharing. He wants that time with you!
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Long before their voices blended in harmony,
Ronnie Sparks, his wife, Beverly Holman Sparks,
and her brother, Dale Holman, were simply three

children raised in Christian homes where church wasn’t
optional - it was a way of life. “We were well accustomed to
going to church when we were very young,” they share. But
it wasn’t until later in life that each of them fully surrendered
their hearts to Jesus, rededicated their lives, and became
grounded in the work of their local church.

That deeper commitment would become the foundation
of a ministry that has now touched lives for more than three
decades.

Their love formusic was born in those early church pews,
where hymns and harmony were as familiar as family. In
1988, Ronnie and Beverly joined a singing ministry called
The Lord’s Servants after being invited by cousins. It was a
season of growth, but by 1990, they felt God tugging them in
a different direction. They stepped away, unsure of what was
next, but certain that obedience mattered more than comfort.

35 Years of Faith, Family, and a Calling that Still Echoes

Some ministries are built on talent. Others are built on opportunity.
But The Trinity Heirs - rooted in Richmond, Kentucky - were built
on something far stronger: a calling that refused to let them go.

By Cory Parker
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That same year, God began to weave together something
new. Ronnie, Beverly, and Dale accepted the call to form a
Southern Gospel ministry that would become known as The
Trinity Heirs. The name reflected their identity: heirs of God,
joint-heirs with Christ, and servants committed to lifting up
His name.

Their son, Brian Sparks, soon became an integral part of
the ministry. Born with a severe birth injury that resulted in
lifelong disabilities, including cerebral palsy,
Brian’s life has become one of the group’s most
powerful testimonies. His perseverance, joy, and
unwavering faith have inspired countless hearts.
He sings for Jesus while looking forward to the
day Scripture promises - when his body will be
made new.

Over the years, The Trinity Heirs have
experienced unforgettable opportunities: singing
on cruises, appearing on radio and television
programs, participating in promotional
showcases, and even flying to California to
minister in song. They recorded with the Eddie
Crook Company/Morning Star Records and saw
multiple songs chart nationally.

But ask them what mattered most, and their
answer is immediate and unchanging: souls. They
say their most meaningful moments are “those in
which souls were saved, touched, or helped by
God working through us… it’s all about Him.”
For The Trinity Heirs, ministry has never been
about applause - it has always been about impact.

Like every long-standing ministry, their
journey has included valleys as well as
mountaintops. After sixteen years, Dale stepped
away due to ongoing health issues. Ronnie and
Beverly pressed on without replacing him,
trusting the God who had called them.

Seven years later, their dear friend Barbara
Jean Smith joined them in singing, and her
husband Danny stepped in to help with sound,
bookings, and anything else needed. Their
partnership lasted until 2021, when Barbara and
Danny launched a solo ministry. Once again,
Ronnie andBeverly continued forward - faithful,
steady, and convinced that calling doesn’t
guarantee ease, but it does guarantee purpose.

“We claim that calling doesn’t makeministry
easy,” they say, “but souls saved or helped make it worth it.”

Though they have never pursued awards, The Trinity
Heirs have been honored repeatedly. They have received
numerous Top 10 nominations in the Christian Voice
Magazine Gospel Music Fan Awards in both Southern Gospel
and Country Gospel categories. Their songs have charted
consistently in Christian Voice Magazine’s Southern Gospel
Top 100,Cashbox Magazine’s Southern Gospel Top 100, and
Pure Gospel Radio’s Top 40.

On November 9, 2025, a deeply meaningful moment
occurred when Brian received the Shepherd’s Heart Award
from the Steven E. Dailey Evangelistic Association. Dr.
Steven Dailey presented it “for an exemplary life of quiet
strength, unwavering faith, and the profound inspiration that
you provide for the total Body ofChrist.” It was a recognition
not of performance, but of character - something the Sparks
family values above all.

Songwriting has always been central to The Trinity Heirs’
identity. Beverly and Dale penned most of the group’s
recorded material, with Brian contributing as well. Dale, also
a preacher, continued tominister in word and song even after
leaving the group. He later founded Living Waters Sanctuary
in Berea, Kentucky, where he pastored faithfully until his
passing on November 3, 2018. Ronnie and Beverly continue
to honor his legacy by recording and releasing several of his
songs.

The original Trinity Heirs, formed in 1990.
L-R: Dale Holman, Beverly Holman Sparks, Ronnie Sparks
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Their latest CD, “Glory In The Sky,” has produced
multiple radio releases through Millennium Music Group.
Rescue The Perishing peaked at #28 on the CVM Southern
Gospel Top 100 and #26 on the Cashbox Southern Gospel
Top 100. Most recently, At Calvary released through
Millennium Music Group and Will They See Jesus In Me?
released through Pure Gospel Promotions. Earlier Pure
Gospel Promotions successes include Hallelujah, I Have

Made Myself Ready (#17) and Hide It, Cover It, Blame
It (#5). All were written by Beverly Holman Sparks
Music/BMI.

Listeners often describe Beverly’s writing as “story
songs,” “message songs,” and songs with “meat” in
them - lyrics that challenge, comfort, and convict. Their
vocals have been called “unique” and “anointed,” a
combination that has become their signature.

Even after accepting their call to music ministry,
Ronnie and Beverly sought confirmation from God.
That confirmation came when Beverly received a vivid
dream affirming their direction. For more than thirty-
five years, they have held tightly to that calling.

“We pray our heartfelt, original songs will
challenge, encourage and inspire you,” Beverly says.
“Cause you to smile or cry tears of comfort and joy; and
make an eternal difference in your life.”

Their mission remains unchanged: to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ through songs and testimonies,

to point the lost to Jesus, and to strengthen the body of
Christ.

As they put it so simply and beautifully: “We don’t want
to just talk and sing about the love of God…we want to show
it.”

And after thirty-five years of faithfulness, it’s clear - they
already have.

www.thetrinityheirs.com
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EEVERYDAYVERYDAY LLIFEIFE
The Reality of Being More than a Conqueror in Life

Joyce Meyer

Romans 8:37 (NIV) says, “…In all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us.” But dowe
really know what it means to be more than a conqueror? I
know it took many years for me to learn what it means and
how to live the victorious life Jesus died to give us as believers.

I remember many years when I went to church faithfully
every week, yet my private life was pathetic. It was so
frustrating because I really loved God and was a born-again
believer, but I wasn’t experiencing victory over the problems
in my life so that I could really live for God and help people.

As I eventually grew in my personal relationship with
Jesus and spent time studying theWord, I came to understand
what it means to be more than a conqueror and how I could
get there. And if I can do it, so can you.

To be more than a conqueror means that before you ever
get a problem, you already know that whatever problem
comes your way, you can overcome it through Christ! You
live with confidence that God loves you no matter what and
He will never leave you nor forsake you. Andwhen you have
this kind of relationshipwith God, you aren’t constantly afraid
of bad news or of things that may happen that aren’t in your
plan. When the unexpected happens or you’re disappointed,
you won’t be devastated by it.

See, when you truly understand who you are in Christ -
who God says you are and everything that’s yours through a
relationship with Jesus - you discover there’s nothing that can
happen that is too much for you…because there’s nothing
that’s too much for Him! First John 4:4 confirms it: “Little
children, you are of God [you belong to Him] and have
[already] defeated and overcome them [the agents of the
antichrist], becauseHe Who lives in you is greater (mightier)
than he who is in the world” (AMPC).

It’s so important for us to get this truth down in our hearts
and see ourselves as more than conquerors through Jesus,
because if we don’t, then our enemy, Satan, will be able to
confuse us and keep us fromvictory. And all the enemy wants
to do is kill, steal, and destroy what God wants us to have
(John 10:10). He wants to diminish you - make you small-
minded and small in spirit so you’ll live a small, frustrated
life.

But we don’t have to live that way. Every person who
declares that Jesus is Lord, repents of their sin, and gives their
heart to God is a child of God and belongs to Him (Romans
10:9-11). InChrist, we are forgiven and made right with God.
We have the strength and power to do what His Word says
to do and live the full and fulfilling life He has for us.

Do you realize what thismeans? It means that as we spend
time withGod in prayer and studying theBible, we can access
the wisdom and strength we need to make right choices and

behave right. It doesn’t happen all at once or overnight, but
we will make progress every day that we seek God this way.
I really want you to understand who you are in Christ as a
born-again believer.

When you make a mistake and the enemy comes and tells
you, “You’re no good,” you don’t have to take on the guilt
and condemnation he wants to put on you. No! You can
immediately confess your mistake to God, thank Him for
forgiving you and cleansing you with the blood of Jesus, and
move forward in the victory of His grace and forgiveness (1
John 1:9).

Here’s a scripture that has helped me take hold of who I
am in Christ and live with victory over the hardships of this
world: “In this [union and communion with Him] love is
brought to completion and attains perfection with
us…because as He is, so are we in this world” (1 John 4:17
AMPC).

I encourage you to learn who God really is. Get a
deeper understanding of His character and His heart for you.
Spend time with Him, read His Word, and let Him love you.
Know that He loves you unconditionally. God is good, and
He wants to bless you and help you.When weknow this truth,
we don’t have to be tormented by doubts about whether God
cares or whether He will take care of us.

Whatever your situation is today, God knows about it. He
sees you and hears the cry of your heart. And if you will give
Him your problems and do what He tells you to do, you will
access His overcoming love, grace, and power and be more
than a conqueror. Because in Christ, as He is, so are we in
this world!

*********

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s five-part teaching resource Bold,
Confident and Courageous. You can also contact us to receive our free
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting
www.joycemeyer.org

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored more than 150 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life program, which is
broadcast to millions in over 110 languages. For more information, visit
www.joycemeyer.org

Please note: The views and opinions expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily
reflect those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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T here’s a grit to Zach Williams’ voice that can’t be
faked. It’s the sound of gravel roads and second
chances, of aman who has lived hard, run far, and

finally surrendered to the grace that chased him down. Long
before he became one of Christian music’s most recognizable
voices, Williams was a wanderer - talented, restless, and
dangerously close to losing everything.

Today, he stands as a multi‑award‑winning artist with
more than 1.5 billion streams, multiple RIAA Platinum
singles, and a testimony that continues to pull prodigals out
of the dark. But the road here was anything but straight.

Williams grew up in Jonesboro, Arkansas, surrounded by
faith but not anchored by it. He was athletic, gifted, and driven
- qualities that eventually led him into the world of Southern
Rock. For years he fronted a touring band, living the lifestyle
that came with it: late nights, addiction, and a growing sense
of spiritual emptiness.

He has never glamorized that season. In fact, he speaks
of it with a kind of holy sobriety. “I was running from God

as hard as I could. I was chasing everything that was
destroying me.”

The turning point came in a tour van in Europe. A song
- Big Daddy Weave’s Redeemed - played through the
speakers. The lyrics hit him like a freight train. In that
moment, he knew he couldn’t keep living the way he was.

He quit the band. He went home. He began the slow,
painful work of rebuilding his marriage, his faith, and his
identity. That surrender became the foundation of everything
that followed.

Williams’ rise in Christian music was swift, but not
because he was polished. It was because he was real. His
breakout single,Chain Breaker, became an anthem for anyone
who had ever felt trapped by their past. It shot to No. 1, earned
him a Grammy, and introduced the world to a voice that
carried both grit and grace.

Songs likeFear Is a Liar, Old ChurchChoir, andRescue
Story followed - each one a chapter in the same redemption
narrative.

Zach Williams never
set out to become one
of Christian music’s
most recognizable
voices. In fact, for
years he ran in the
opposite direction -

chasing the
Rock-and-Roll dream,
numbing the emptiness
with addiction, and
living on the edge of
collapse. But God has
a way of turning
prodigals into
prophets, and

Williams’ life reads like
a modern Damascus

Road story.

ZACH WILLIAMS
The Southern Rock Prodigal
Who Found His Way Home

By Jackson McKee
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“I’ve always believed in writing songs for real people
going through real things,”Williams says. “I don’t ever want
to forget where I came from.”

That authenticity is why his music resonates across genres
- Christian Country, Southern Rock, Worship, and even
Mainstream Country audienceswho recognize the truth in his
storytelling.

Williams’ newest album, “Jesus Loves,” released
September 19, 2025, marks what he calls his most personal
project yet. It leans deeper into his Southern‑Rock rootswhile
sharpening the spiritual edge that defines his work.

The title track, Jesus Loves, has already become a Top
10 Christian radio hit. But it’s the raw honesty of Killed A
Man that has captured the attention of longtime fans. The song
is a confession - an acknowledgment of the old life he buried
when he surrendered to Christ.

“This album is an invitation for the misfits, the church
kids, and the prodigals,” Williams explains. “It’s a reminder
that no matter your story, you’re already loved.”

Other standout tracks include:
• Friend in High Places ‐ a revival‑tent, rootsy celebration
• Church Kids - a joyful collaboration with CAIN
• Everything Changed - a testimony song with the emotional
punch of Rescue Story The album is bold, unvarnished, and
deeply human - much like the man who wrote it.

To support the newalbum, Williams launched theRevival
Nights Tour, a cross‑country experience featuring We The

Kingdom, Leanna Crawford, and Ben Fuller. But calling it a
“tour” feels insufficient. These nights are part concert, part
altar call, part spiritual homecoming.

Williams often pauses mid‑set to share pieces of his
testimony. He talks about addiction, pride, brokenness, and
the God who refused to give up on him. “I want people to
know that if God can change my life, He can change theirs,”
he says

Crowds respond - not with polite applause, but with tears,
raised hands, and the unmistakable sound of chains hitting
the floor.

What makes Zach Williams such a compelling figure in
Christian Country is not just his sound - it’s his posture. He
sings like a man who remembers the pit he was pulled from.
He stands shoulder‑to‑shoulder with the people he ministers
to, not above them. His music is for the wanderer, the weary,
the ones who feel disqualified by their past.

“This album is for the misfits… the prodigals… the ones
who think they’ve messed up too much,” he says. “I want
them to know they’re already loved.”

That message is the heartbeat of his ministry - and the
reason his influence continues to grow.

www.zachwilliamsmusic.com
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news & scoops from the world of christian music, ministry and entertainment

Historic Hymn Resurrected in the Documentary
‘The First Hymn’

“The First Hymn,” produced by the team behind
UNDECEPTIONS Podcast and distributed by Fathom
Entertainment, the leading specialty distributor of content to
theatrical partnersworldwide, isa documentary that connects
music, faith and history, tracking the story of an ancient
Christian hymn from its discovery in Egypt to its release as a
modern worship song for the new millennium, will be in
theatres nationwide on March 24 and 26.

“The FirstHymn” is the storyof anancient scrapof papyrus
uncovered in the deserts of Egypt that contains the remnants
of theoldest knownChristian hymn. In its lyrics, Professor John
Dickson discoversevidence ofbeliefs that some sayChristians

never held this early in history. However, uncovering this
ancient treasure is only the first step. With the help of world-
renowned Christiancomposers, ChrisTomlin andBen Fielding,
Professor Dickson sets out on an epic journey to record the
First Hymnas amodern worshipsong for the newmillennium.

“I couldn’tbe moreexcited tohear congregations sing this
song,” said Ben Fielding. “Our hope is to give back to the
modern church the very hymn that echoed through the halls
of the early church. That we can still sing today those same
words written 2,000 years ago, in unity, is a profound gift.”

Written centuriesbefore Catholic,Orthodox, orProtestant
divisions, the hymn reflects a moment when the Church was
united in Christ - a shared spiritual foundation that continues
to resonate across denominations today. The documentary
features aspecial liveperformance of the songthat is featured

on Tomlin’s latest album.
“The First Hymn is a precious gift from early

believers, some who literally gave their life for the
Gospel,” saidChris Tomlin. “And now, 2,000 yearsdown
the road, we can stand in that long line of faithful
believers and sing with them.”

The Fathom theatrical release of “The First Hymn”
will feature an exclusive bonus introduction from Chris
Tomlin and Ben Fielding. Created especially for cinema
audiences, the message reflects on the significance of
bringing this ancient hymn to life on the big screen.

For more information, visit thefirsthymnmovie.com
and follow @thefirsthymn on Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube.

Award-WinningMedia Team Launches New
Christian Talk Show 'The UPside'

Award-winning writer, producer, actress, and host
Marion MacKenzie, co-founder of Highlander Studios,
has launched The UPside: Conversations That Light Up
the World, a new Christian television talk show created
to bring hope, healing, and biblical truth to a searchingChris Tomlin, Ben Fielding, John Dickson
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generation. Filmed in Nashville, Tennessee, the 30-minute
weekly series invites viewers into meaningful conversations
that reflect God’s heart for restoration, wisdom, and purpose
in every area of life.

The UPside features authentic dialogue with Christian
thought leaders, authors, artists, ministry pioneers,
entrepreneurs, scientists, and cultural influencers who are
shaping the world through faith. Each episode addresses
themes including spiritual and emotional healing,
transformation through Christ, leadership rooted in biblical
values, faith in culture and entertainment, and stewardshipof
health and wholeness.

Designed as a refuge
from cultural confusion, The
UPside offers redemptive
storytelling, practical insight,
and encouragement for
believers seeking clarity,
direction, and renewed faith.

“Our audience is hungry
for truth, healing, and God-
centered perspective,” says
MacKenzie. “The UPside
creates space for
conversations that point
people back to hope,
purpose, and the redemptive
work of Christ.”

MacKenzie brings decades of international media
experience to the series and is the recipient of numerous
honors, including eight Telly Awards, a Clio Award, PRism
Award, PCLA Award, Aurora Award, and multiple
Communicator Awards. Her work spans video news
magazines, documentaries, and faith-drivenstorytelling across
theater, film, and television.

Joining her as co-producer is Russell Pyle, CEO of
Highlander Studios. An award-winning producer, editor, set
and lightingdesigner, Pylehas contributedto 350productions
worldwide across television, film,opera, themeparks, AI visual
storytelling, andglobal liveevents. Hishonors includemultiple
Telly Awards, the LA Drama Circle Award, the Margaret
Hartford Award, the Dramalogue Award, and recognition in
Who’s Who in American Theatre.

Produced in4K format, Season Oneand Twoof TheUPside
features weekly episodes available on YouTube, Rumble, and
HighlanderStudios.org. Audio episodes are also available on
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Imagine Media Network, and
Godcaster.

The UPside is more than a television program - it is a
Christ-centered platform for healing, truth, and
transformation, one story at a time.

SundayMornin’ Country 2026 Sets the Stage with
First Artist Announcements

Sunday Mornin’ Country returns this year with inspiring
performances from beloved Country and Gospel artists in a
warm, family-oriented atmosphere. This year’s event will take
place on Sunday, June 7th, at 4:00 PM on the Grand Ole Opry
House stage.

“Sunday MorningCountry isa very special event.A chance
to come together on the Opry stage and share songs and the
message of God's Love.” Shared John Berry. “I am thrilled to
be invited to be a part of this special day!!

Artists andperformances for this special celebration event
include Mandy Barnett, John Berry, Cassidy Daniels, Cutter &
Cash andThe KentuckyGrass, JoyHolden, CharlieMcCoy, John
McEwen, Aubrey Nicole, and McKenzie Phipps, with more
names to be announced soon.

Sponsored by the Nashville-based nonprofit Music City
Christian Fellowship, Sunday Mornin' Country is the longest-
running Country/Gospel event during the music festival.

Stay current with Sunday Mornin’ Country at
www.musiccitychristianfellowship.org and stay in touch on
Facebook.

Marion MacKenzie
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A SYMPHONY OF FAITH,
HERITAGE, AND HOLY PURPOSE
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A classically trained vocalist who graduated from
Oakland City University in 2020, Austin carries a
sound that is both distinctive and versatile. His

foundation in classical voice gives him a technical precision
and tonal richness that set him apart in Christian and
inspirational music. But his artistry is not defined by academia
alone. It is shaped by the rhythms of rural life - the early
mornings on his grandparents’ farm, the long days working
in his family’s landscaping business, and the wide‑open
spaces that taught him to breathe deeply and listen closely.

“I’ve always had a connection with the outdoors,” he
says. “There’s something special about getting behind the
wheel, starting the engine, and shifting up through the gears
on a back road in the country. It re‑centers me and gives me
a fresh outlook on many different parts of my life. I do my
best thinking with the top down.”

That blend of discipline and
down‑to‑earth simplicity is the
heartbeat of who Austin is - a young
man who thrives in community, learns
eagerly from others, and carries a
contagious energy that fills any room
he enters. But beneath the charisma
and the classical training lies
something deeper: a calling he first
sensed at just fifteen years old. “I was
called into Christian music ministry
at a young age,” he reflects. “My
desire has always been to spread the
Gospel.”

And spread it he has.

ROOTED IN FAMILY, SHAPED
BY FAITH

Austin’s musical journey is
inseparable from the people who
poured into him. He speaks with
gratitude about the vocal instructors
who shaped his technique and the
childhood piano teacher who nurtured
his early love for music. But the most
profound influences weren’t found in
a studio or classroom - they were
found at home.

“I’ve been blessed to have watched parents as well as
grandparents love each other in good times as well as hard
times,” he says. “That kind of example stays with you.”

It was in a small church in Lawrenceville, Illinois, that
Austin’s ministry first took flight. From those humble
beginnings, he continued to grow, refine his craft, and step
into opportunities that would eventually place him on some
of the most respected stages in Christian music.

Yet even as his platform expanded, Austin remained
grounded. When he’s not on the road, he serves as worship
pastor at Wabash Community Church in Vincennes, Indiana,
stepping in as needed to shepherd his home congregation in
worship. He also invests deeply in the next generation through
his private voice and piano studio, where he teaches students
weekly.

There is a certain kind of artist whose story doesn’t begin on a stage,
in a studio, or under the glow of spotlights. It begins in the quiet places
- the fields, the backroads, the pews of a hometown church - where God
plants a calling long before the world ever hears the voice. For Christian
artist Austin Glover, that calling took root in the soil of Southern Indiana,
where small-town life, classical training, and a deep love for the Gospel
converged to shape a ministry that is as authentic as it is anointed.
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“I strive to instill excellence in each student,” he says. “I
want to teach them what I’ve learned in my years of
experience as an artist.”

A RISING CAREER WITH REMARKABLE
MILESTONES

For an artist still early in his career,Austin’s résumé reads
like a seasoned performer’s dream list.

He has sung at the Ark Encounter’s 40 Days and 40
Nights, performed at Graceland, and taken the stage at
Singing in the Sun. He has opened for award‑winning
Southern Gospel artist Ivan Parker, a moment he describes as
one of the great honors of his ministry.

And in November 2025, Austin was invited to perform
for the grand opening celebration of the Lothian and Red
Skelton Gallery of Fine Art at the Red Skelton Performing
Arts Center in Vincennes, Indiana - a milestone that affirmed
both his artistry and his growing influence.

But Austin’s success isn’t measured only in stages and
spotlights. It’s also found in the songs that have resonated
with listeners across the country.

His first original Christmas single, Ring the Bells,
released in November 2022, climbed into the Top 10 on radio
charts and reached number 5 in the days leading up to
Christmas. He received the HorizonAward fromMiller Piano
Studio in Nashville in both 2021 and 2022.

More recently, his song Symphony of Grace from the
album “ThenCame Sunday” charted at number 3 onChristian
Voice Magazine’s Southern Gospel Top 100 chart, as well as
on Faith Country and SOGR Radio. His latest single, Look
Up, has also made its way onto multiple charts.

“I feel so blessed to have recorded Symphony of Grace,”
Austin says. “I truly feel that it was the beginning of many

doors God opened for my ministry. It birthed so many ideas
for the new project.”

That newproject - his second original album - is currently
in the works. Austin is collaborating with Dove
Award‑winning producer John Rowsey and a team of
songwriters to craft a collection of songs that are lyrically
strong, biblically grounded, and deeply relatable.

“The songs came pouring in,” he says, “but the one that
spoke to me the most was a song titled The Dream Lives On.
The lyric ‘so keep the faith and faith will keep you strong’
couldn’t be more true as Christians. We must keep our faith
and always seek God’s plan for our life.”

CHALLENGES, GROWTH, AND THE CALL TO
STAND FIRM

Every artist faces challenges, and Austin is no exception.
But he approaches them with a maturity and perspective that
reveal the depth of his faith.

“One of the biggest challenges for myself was making
sure all of my songs and lyrics were copyrighted properly and
distributed to the correct platforms,” he admits. “Technology
and artificial intelligence - even for a young person - can be
overwhelming at times to keep up with.”

Yet he sees challenges not as obstacles but as
opportunities. “With challenges comes great growth,” he says.
“Some of the greatest rewards in ministry are when you know
that God is using your ministry for His glory. That is what
keeps us striving.”

Austin’s faith has been tested in ways that shaped his
resolve. One of the most defining moments came during
college, when his ethics professor challenged the Christian
worldview expressed in his end‑of‑semester paper.

“He wasn’t fond of the Christian approach I had taken
regarding creation,” Austin recalls. “It was a well‑written
paper centered around Genesis, and though he respected my
view, I know my grade was lower due to our disagreement.”

Years later,Austin ran into that same professor at a coffee
shop - and what he saw stunned him.

“He was sitting with some other gentlemen who had
Bibles at the table,” Austin says. “I don’t know if he was still
trying to reason with them like he didwith me, but I pray that
just possibly through our interaction a seed was planted.”

That moment reinforced a conviction that guides Austin’s
ministry today: stand firm in the faith, even when culture
pushes back.

“As Christians we must not conform to what is taking
place in society,” he says. “It all begins with time spent with
God - through prayer, living our daily life as Christ would,
and leaning on God to be the best version of yourself every
step of the way.”

He often returns to Philippians 4:6 - 7, a passage that
anchors him when anxiety or uncertainty tries to creep in.

“No one is perfect,” he says. “We all have things we
struggle with - worrying, anger, pride, or anything that gives
us trials. But God’s peace is real.”

Austin enjoys spending time in nature with God -
along with his favorite sidekick, his dog, Enzo.
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A MISSION THAT GOES BEYOND MUSIC
For Austin, music is not the end goal - it is the vessel.
His mission is simple, yet profound: towelcome the Holy

Spirit into every venue, every church, every space where he
ministers.

“I am a true believer that if we study, prepare, and work
hard in our ministry, when the time comes to take that stage,
we turn it over to the Holy Spirit,” he says. “He will always
deliver in just the perfect way that glorifies Him.”

He knows audiencesmay come expecting a performance,
a show, or a favorite song. But his prayer is always the same:
“That everyone will leave one of my shows feeling full - and
will step out and share the good newsof Jesus with the world.”

THE ROAD AHEAD
Austin Glover is still early in his journey, but his ministry

already carries the marks of someone God is shaping for
long‑term impact. His classical training, his rural roots, his
unwavering faith, and his commitment to excellence have
created a foundation that is both sturdy and Spirit‑led.

He is an artist who knows where he came from, who he
belongs to, and where he is going.

And as he continues writing, recording, teaching, and
traveling, one thing is certain: Austin Glover is a voice for
this generation - not because he seeks the spotlight, but
because he seeks the Savior.

His story is still being written, but the melody is
unmistakable.

A symphony of grace.
A testimony of faith.
A life poured out for the glory of God.

www.austinglovermusic.com
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WITHWITH GGOSPELOSPEL MMUSICUSIC TTODAYODAY
Singing and Steel Pans

Ken & Jean Grady

T wice each month, the
Lowesville Gospel
Concerts, run by Carroll

and Barbara Cooke, present a two-
hour concert at the Vineyard Church
in Stanley, North Carolina. Southern
Gospel andBluegrass music are some
of the favorites of those that attend,
and occasionally, there is a group that
presents music in a slightly different
form. Recently, The Chitans brought
songs featuring their lovely family
harmony and their incredible talents
on Steel Pans.

As international recording artists,
The Chitans are a family in full-time
ministry from Indiana, whose sweet
harmony is what you can only get
from a family who join their voices
together in praise to the Lord.

The Chitans consist of five siblings, Kaiziah, Kayandra,
Jesse, Jayden and Karlainah. The siblings have been singing
together for eleven years. They and their parents, Layne and
Karen, have been taking their music ministry on the road for
the past seven years.

Their music encompasses Southern Gospel,
Contemporary Christian, Black Gospel, Caribbean, and
traditional Hymns. Incorporating various styles in their

concerts is what makes this unique blending of these styles
truly special. Although they are young, their ministry has
taken them throughout the United States, Canada, Europe,
Africa, and the Caribbean. While ministering in churches,
schools, civic and cultural gatherings, hospitals, prisons, or
on the streets, the heartbeat of this family group is to point
souls to Jesus Christ.



Besides singing, they minister through musical
instruments including the steel pan (a musical
instrument native to the Caribbean). They also
minister through clothing, food and scholastic
drives.

The Chitans are great examples and role models
to Christian youth, but their musical ministry
presentation appeals to people of all ages.

It is their desire to carry out the great command
in Matthew 28:19 & 20 and, in the process, fulfill
their motto “to inspire, inform and challenge a new
generation of God fearing leaders, to rise up,
straighten up and take their rightful place in their
homes, churches, communities and the world."

Whether you're streaming their latest song,
listening to them onChristian radio, seeing them in
concert or on television, you can be sure that you
will be challenged, encouraged, and ready to hear
more from this inspiring family, The Chitans.
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Gospel Music Today is a Television/Magazine Format News Program featuring the latest Southern Gospel News, Interviews with
your favorite ar�sts, CD Reviews, Feature Groups, and videos from concerts across the country. The show is on WATC TV57 in
Atlanta, GA and The Good Life 45 TV45 in Orlando, every Saturday at 1:30 PM, and on Roku on FFE TV Monday at 8:00 PM and
AllNa�ons TV Tuesday andWednesday at 6:30 PM. Check local TV schedule for Louisville, KY, Lumberton, NC,Bruce, MS,•Phenix City,
AL, Pontotoc, MS, Beaumont, TX, Tyler, TX. Atlanta, TX, Morrilton, AR, Waycross, GA, Quincy, IL, The Dalles, OR, Yakima, WA, West
Plains, MO, Morganton, NC, and Orlando, FL. The audio por�on of the show is on Singing News Radio three �mes a week and on
various radio sta�ons across the country. The current edi�on of Gospel Music Today is online now at the Gospel Music Today
website, gospelmusictoday.com.
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New Poll Shows Leading 2028 Democrat and
Republican Candidates

Chad Groening

A California based conservative activist says a new poll
shows that two Californians are the early Democrat front-
runners for 2028. Meanwhile, Republicans have a very deep
pool to choose from.

A new Harvard-Harris poll of potential 2028 Democrat
presidential candidates found KamalaHarris, the2024 failed
nominee, leading with 39%. Fellow Californian Gov. Gavin
Newsom was second with 30%, followed by Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez with 12%. Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro
garnered only 9% in fourth place, with Illinois Gov. J.B.
Pritzker at7%. Only4% indicatedthat theywanted someone
else.

Craig DeLuz, spokesman for the California Republican
Assembly, says that Harris has actively and aggressively
come out on the wrong side of every 80-20 issue.

"It doesn't matter what it is, whether it's immigration,
whether it's the economy,whether it's transgenderism inour
schools. Whatever it is, she's come out on the wrong side of
all of those issues,” statesDeLuz. “And that'swhy shewill be
a failed candidateonce again on top of the fact that she can
barely put together acoherent thoughtwhen challengedby
anyone that is not doing propaganda as opposed to press."

On the other hand, Deluz says that Newsom is much
more adept at communicating. "When I say that, I mean he
lies, andhe's a very good liar. Now, I don't know if he's a very
believable liar, but he makes you believe that he believes it.
He is someone whowill lie and adoptwhatever positionwill
make himpopular enough for himto win the next election,”
says DeLuz. “So, Gavin Newsom is a much more dangerous
than Kamala Harris."

However, Deluz says that both Harris and Newsom will
have it toughbeating whoever the Republicans put up. The
Harvard-Harris poll showed that,on theRepublican side,Vice
President J.D. Vance has a commanding 53% lead over

Donald Trump Jr. with 21% and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio with 17%.

DeLuz is impressed with the Republicanfield. "I think, on
the Republicanside, we'vegot avery deeppool. I think we've
got a lot of potential candidates, and I think a lot of very
potential good candidates. I think in the end it comes down
to Marco Rubio or J.D. Vance,” states DeLuz.

He believes that Rubio has already said that he would
not run against Vance. “I would love to see the two of them
debate oneanother because I thinkboth of them areof high
intellect. I think that both of them are of high moral
character," says DeLuz.

He is confident about a general election matchup with
the Democrat frontrunners. "Right now, those who are
leading, in my opinion, will have a very, very tough time
beating whoever the Republicansput up,” concludes DeLuz.

New Sharia-Free America Caucus Boldly
Promotes Effort to Ban Islamic Law in U.S.

Billy Davis

Shrugging off criticism and claims of discrimination, a
Republican congressman is neitherapologizing norbacking
down from a vow to beat back anddefeat Sharia-compliant
Islam in the United States.

Describing the newly-formed Sharia-Free America
Caucus, Rep. Brandon Gill (R-Texas) told American Family
Radio the main goal of himself and other GOP lawmakers is
to banSharia law in theU.S. “I think that’sabout asbasic, and
commonsense, as it gets,” Gill told show host Jenna Ellis.

The controversial congressional caucus,which launched
in December, was started by two Republican congressmen
from Texas, Keith Self and Chip Roy. It now includes 30-plus
members, representing 18 U.S. states, who support passage
of thePreserving aSharia-Free AmericaAct authoredby Rep.
Roy.

In Gill’s own state, a Muslim imam likely helped Gill and
other GOP lawmakers court new caucus members. That’s
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because the imam, Qasim ibn Ali Khan, harassed Muslim
store owners in Houston over the products they sell. The
products, such as alcohol and pork, are considered “haram”
in Islam.

In a related move, Gov. Greg Abbott signed House Bill
4211 into law last fall that bans residential developments
from implementingSharia-compliant communities.He took
action after the plannedEast Plano Islamic Center - EPICCity
- development northeast of Dallas.

Supporters of the caucus say Sharia represents a threat
to national identity, citing concerns over immigration,
cultural assimilation and national security.

They reference developments like EPIC City - a project
they describe as a Sharia-only compound - as evidence of
growing ideological infiltration.

Critics, including civil rights groups like the ACLU, argue
that such measures are unnecessary and discriminatory.
They war that banning religious legal principles could
infringe on First Amendment rights, as religious individuals
of all faiths may reference religious law in personal matters
like wills or arbitration.

Gill told Ellis the caucus recognizes that Islam is not just
a religious faith buta political ideology, too. That means that
form of Islam is not compatible with core constitutional
issues, such as freedom of speech and freedom of religion.

“I mean, these are core constitutional principles that
undergird our entire Western civilization,” Gill stressed. “We
just don’talign withpolitical Islamin thesematters andmany
others. That’s what people are concerned with.”

The controversy over Sharia law is a campaign issue for
a Texas congressional candidate, Abteen Vaziri. An Iranian-
born Christian,he is currently ina Republicanprimary for the
32nd District and has made an anti-Sharia stance part of his
campaign.

“As someone whose entire family is Muslim, I’m not
down withSharia law,”Vaziri, speakingat acandidate forum,
recently told a room of Muslims.

Gill, who was elected to Congress last year, represents
the 26th District that includes Denton, Wise, Tarrant, and
Cookie counties in NorthTexas. Hetold the AFRprogram his
constituents vocally oppose the explosion of Islam in and
around his congressional district, which is located north of

what is called theDallas-Ft. WorthMetroplex. “They love this
country the way it is,” he said. “One of the biggest concerns
that I hear from constituents is Islam. It is the Islamization of
North Texas.”

The growth of Islam in Texas, and the mosques being
built all over the state, Gill said, are why the caucus is also
not running from the issue of immigration. “We’ve got to
recognize the basic truth that not all cultures are equal,” Gill
argued. “They're not all equally good. Not all belief systems
are equally good.”

Aware of Somali-linked fraud uncovered in Minnesota,
Gill himself has introduced legislation to ban future
immigration from Somalia after it was learned Somalis have
stolen billions from American taxpayers.

Treatment of Christians in Iran GrowsWorse
After Conflict with Israel, U.S.

Chris Woodward

Iran remains a dangerous place for Christians.
Iran is the siteof the fastest growingchurch in the world,

but Todd Nettleton of Voice of the Martyrs said that our
brothers and sisters there are paying a heavy price. "As
Christians, they are seen as allies of the U.S., allies of Israel,
and in fact, one of the things that has happened even since
the war this past summer is we're seeing more serious
charges against Christians when they're arrested," said
Nettleton.

Since the U.S. bombing of Iran’s nuclear facilities,
charges against Christians are now much more political in
nature. "A year ago, they might have been charged with
having illegal printed materials like the Bible, they might
have beencharged withbeing sometype ofa security threat
or undermining the government, and now, they're being
charged with espionage, they are being charged as spies,
sometimes as Zionist spies."

That charge carries a potential death penalty. "It seems
to havegrown outof thewar with Israel, andout of that idea
that Christiansare sympathetic to Israel, they're sympathetic
to America," saidNettleton. "The idea that is common in the
Middle East is thatChristianity is a western religion, America
is aChristian country, so therefore if you'rea Christianyou’re
sympathetic to America."
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PPREACHER’SREACHER’S PPERSPECTIVEERSPECTIVE
Can We Know God?

Jerry Roach

I read these words in the NEW CENTURY
VERSION of the Bible… “To a god who is not
known.” This is an inscription on an altar in Athens

where St. Paul was preaching. How sad it is that so many
people, including very religious folks, do not know Him. I
knew that there was a God. I think there’s something inside
every person that that says, “There is a God.” But I didn’t
know Him personally and intimately.

In his sermon to the Athenians (Acts 17:22-31), Paul
acknowledges that they are a very religious people and makes
mention of all their gods as evidenced by many idols and
altars, including the altar of “the unknown god.” Paul then
proceeds to tell them about this God that they worship but
don’t know.

Paul declares to them that He is:
*THE CREATOR GOD - He made the earth and

everything in it. (vs 24)
*TRANSCENDENT - “Lord of heaven and earth,

dwelleth not in temples.” He is high above all His creation.
(vs 24)

*OMNIPOTENT -All-powerful, lacking nothing. (vs 25)
*LIFE GIVER - Gives and sustains all life. (Vs25)
*IMMANENT - God is present in the lives of His people

and He is KNOWABLE. “Seek the Lord…find Him…He is
not far from every one of us.” (Vs27)

*LIFE – “…In Him we live, and move, and have our
being…” (vs 28)

Paul is saying THE GOD Who created heaven and earth,
who gives life and everything necessary to sustain life, Who
needs nothing, Who is Omnipotent, Who is High and Holy
above all, is also very near to every one of us and WANTS
us to KNOW Him. Awesome!!!

The Bible says that He gave His only Son Jesus, Who
became one of us and gave His life for us. I don’t think we
can fully comprehend all that took place on that day in the
heart of God. I think about how Jesus was deserted by his
friends, stretched out on a cross, suspended between Heaven
and earth and it seemed as though even His Father couldn’t
bear to watch what was happening and had to turn awaywhen
Jesus cried out from the tree in anguish, “My God, My God,
why…?”

Have you ever thought about why? Do you realize the
great depths to whichGod has gone becauseHe wants to enter
into a relationship with you? Have you opened your heart to
Him? Do you KNOW GOD? The Bible says that God wants
you to seek after Him and you will find Him. He’s not very
far from every one of us. Call out to Him, THE TRUE GOD
WHO IS KNOWABLE.
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MARCH 2026
TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 15 I Speak Jesus Karen Peck & New River
2 4 More Than A Hollow Hallelujah Isaacs
3 7 Sow The Good Seed Greater Vision
4 9 Deep Waters Triumphant Quartet
5 6 Be Sure Shepherds
6 23 Pray Mark Trammell Quartet
7 18 That Somebody Was Me Guardians
8 21 When Believers Will Be Leaving Down East Boys
9 34 The Only Way He Knew How Jeff & Sheri Easter
10 5 Soul Set Free Kingsmen
11 16 All He's Ever Been Chronicle
12 1 His Mercies Are Fresh Everyday Carroll Roberson
13 57 I’m Gonna Make It The Freeman
14 25 All About The Love Calvin Bridges
15 40 I Went Down Kingdom Heirs
16 31 He'll Never Stop Being God Sunday Drive
17 3 Symphony Of Grace Austin Glover
18 28 Where The Soul Never Dies Joyful Sound Trio
19 14 On MyWay Back Donna Burke
20 30 Come Along Let’s Fly Keith Barkley & Family Tradition
21 8 Ain't Lookin' For Trouble Mark Dubbeld Family
22 10 What A Friend Oxendine Family
23 2 I'm A Believer Troy Burns Family
24 59 Hard Trials Will Soon Be Over Gaither Vocal Band
25 19 Fired Up And Filled Up Angela Seng
26 37 It Should’ve Been Me Amanda Rosales
27 24 IWill Sing Hoppers
28 56 Overflowing Kenny Keith
29 12 Go Ahead And Shout Sacred Call
30 29 Sent By The Father Donna Kilmurray
31 33 His Hand Can Reach Your Heart Keith Buchanan
32 46 I’ve Gotta Move The Stones
33 50 A Work In Progress Denise Edwards
34 53 If The Good Lords Willin' Doug & Gina Green
35 81 Behind My Praise Brian Free & Assurance
36 89 In The Middle Gold City
37 55 Open Hands Amy Michelle
38 58 A Million Reasons Perrys
39 20 Home Is Always Where I'd Rather Be Believer's Voice
40 27 According To John Mark & Cindy Maynard
41 38 Father Forgive Me Michael Walsh
42 54 Thank God For The Darkness Barbara Jean
43 74 Say Something Tim Menzies & The Isaacs
44 22 I Surely Will Someday New Salem
45 -- What's It Like At Home Mark Dubbeld Family
46 87 So Many Reasons Tribute Quartet
47 -- Greatly To Be Praised Melissa Evans
48 39 Sailing Away Mike Keller with Bob Sellers
49 64 Bring Back The New Again The Hagers
50 36 Come On Down The Road Journey N Faith

TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
51 -- God, You’ve Done Me Good The Knight Family
52 43 Highway To Heaven Rick Towe
53 92 You Can Sleep Tonight Big Mo
54 65 Lord Are You Busy Loretta Jent
55 82 There’s Coming A Day Common Bond Quartet
56 47 The Big Move The Masseys
57 48 Grand Homecoming Lorraine Howard
58 51 Where The Roses Never Fade John Lanier
59 66 All Ready Alan Frink
60 80 All I Need Mark S Dubbels
61 78 Let Me Tell Ya Rhapsody Praise
62 67 Carry Me Lori King
63 75 Fear Not Gil Magee
64 -- Don't That Sound Like Heaven Porter Family
65 97 Walking Each Other Home Gordon Mote
66 86 I’m Not Worried Jennifer Harris Gray
67 85 I Love The Lord Greater Purpose Trio
68 94 Put Your Hand In The Hand Ronnie Booth & Blackwood Bros.
69 -- Scars Dean
70 -- Come To The Water Judy Kellar
71 69 When I Think Of Calvary Violet Maynard Family
72 -- Count It All Joy The Scotts
73 91 In Spite Of My Yesterday The Kapples
74 -- Sea Of Forgetfulness Inspirations
75 -- Spread The News Greg Sullivan
76 88 Thus Saith The Lord Jennifer Leanna Phillips
77 -- He's Still Writing In The Sand Troy Burns Family
78 90 All That Glitters Cathy Guffey
79 -- Saints Kenny Evans
80 95 That's Who He Is 11th Hour
81 -- Grace Is Sufficient Jonathan Wilburn
82 -- ShowMe The way Going Higher
83 -- Leave Me Alone Greg Logins
84 93 He Did It All For Me Ernie Haase & Signature Sounds
85 -- We'll Understand It Better By And By Collingsworth Family
86 -- Sound the Alarm Bibletones
87 -- I Just Stopped By On MyWay Home Kingsmen
88 -- Rise Up Chris Perdue
89 -- Love From The Father The Garmons
90 -- God Shows Up Wings Of Love
91 -- Address Change Notification Susan Hicks
92 -- They’re Holding Up The Ladder Allen Baker
93 -- It’s Never Too Late For A Miracle The Mayo Family
94 -- Goodbye Jenny Dean
95 -- Sweet Holy Spirit Singing Byrds
96 -- You Me And Jesus Robin Johnston
97 -- Wayfaring Stranger Debbie Bennett
98 -- Wish You Were Here Jonathan Bond
99 -- One Nation Under God John Westling
100 -- To God It's Nothing New McKamey Legacy
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TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 4 Anyway The Pauls
2 3 Hallelujah Dust and Grace
3 7 Country Sinner Victoria Steelman
4 8 Mama’s Old Chester Drawers Marvin Harrell
5 12 If That Ain't True Love Melanie Walker
6 11 Blood Bought Cowboy Marty Deroche
7 19 Even When I Fall Thomas Brown
8 14 Hand In Heaven The Murphys feat. Abigail
9 18 I've Been Thinking Waymasters
10 13 When Love Arose Joy LaVallee
11 25 You Can Call On Him Aaron Partridge and Steve Apirana
12 27 Get Out Of The Boat Felicia Deramus Paul
13 36 Hannah Whooped The Devil Jason Welch
14 23 Say Hello To Heaven Steve Warren
15 5 Back Pew Prayer Woodie Kitchen
16 29 NewMan Chuck Day
17 26 Living Proof Ken & Kim Stull
18 42 Honey In The Rock Mary James
19 1 It's Never Too Late Chuck Hancock
20 57 Why Me Lord Richard Lynch
21 31 Footsteps Of My King Todd Lee
22 6 Here’s My Heart Scott Peacock
23 34 Everything You Do Norman Lee Schaffer
24 15 You Can't Box Me In Fortner Brothers
25 2 Through Christ Jimmy R Price
26 33 Pushing You Away Mike McAdoo
27 56 Shout Of Testimony Mike Leichner
28 10 Just Me John Penney
29 38 In Times Like These Bruce and Betsy Mullen
30 41 Daddy’s Hat Debra Camp
31 54 Man From Galilee Jennifer Sides
32 9 God Talks To Me Dawson Road
33 46 My Everything Tarrance Phillips
34 55 Wish You Were Here Johnathan Bond
35 85 Three Nails And A Cross George Strait
36 16 Greatly To Be Praised Melissa Evans
37 35 He Made It All Dust And Grace
38 37 I Saw A Miracle Today Michael Ray Fain
39 53 No Thought To Pray Jerry Weatherly
40 22 That’s When God Moves David Timms
41 50 Don’t Need A Stone By Faith
42 47 What I Got (La-De-Da) Caleb Deramus
43 62 I Feel New J'Lee
44 70 It’s Time, Lord Eddy Mann
45 77 It'll Be Good To Be Home The Journeys
46 51 My God Can Valierie Ellis Hawkins
47 66 Somebody Bigger Than You And I David Smith
48 17 Looking In The Rearview Daryl Baker
49 21 Somebody's Praying Michael Knight
50 71 Warrior Of God Mark Umfleet

TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
51 76 What I Don’t Know Paula Slow
52 65 Take Over Me Rex Robards
53 69 Meanwhile Back At The Cross Ron Hemphill
54 24 Where Are You Now Ken Mobley
55 58 God Don’t Waste The Hurt Gary Russ
56 20 Father To The Fatherless Jim Sheldon
57 28 My Home In Glory Land Beverly Brown Simms
58 59 You’re The Man Judy Bailey
59 63 If That Isn't Love Bruce Minchey
60 68 The Most Perfect Gift Clare Cunningham
61 75 The Crossroads Richard Sprayberry
62 39 Get On Board Carl Ray
63 49 Waiting In The Water Debbie Mills
64 61 Don't Cry For Me Teresa Johnson
65 52 Always Enough Dale Rochell
66 92 Blessings Steven Paul McCollum
67 74 Footprints In The Sand Dwight Sanders
68 84 You Can Talk To The Father Richard Strong
69 88 The Journey Joe Land
70 30 Wake Up Call Cyndi Reynolds
71 67 One Of These Days Carol Barham
72 80 Love Like Jesus Does Aaron Justice
73 83 The Way You Do Michael Walsh
74 44 Bucket List DanielWheeler
75 79 Country Church Claude Davis
76 40 I Felt God Today Heather Thomas Van Deren
77 82 He Lives Ed Bruce
78 86 Why Me Jenny Dean
79 43 Right Where You Want Me To Be Don Stiles
80 99 Build Me An Ark Caroline Owens
81 89 God's Great The Messengers
82 94 Picture This Jessie Ritchie
83 60 The Colors And The Cross Bobby Gibson
84 81 I Got A Friend Ken Mobley
85 93 Saving Grace Krystina B
86 -- Let Me tell Ya' Bout My Faith Kali Rose
87 90 That's The Least That I Can Do Greg Marlow
88 91 Give It All You've Got Steve Anthony
89 97 In The Morning Hunter Logan
90 78 Grandma's Bible Debbie Bennett
91 -- God Is Good Ya’ll Wings of Love
92 100 Brothers And Sisters Ken Lehning
93 98 Walking Out Of Egypt One Voice
94 95 Tell Me That There Ain't A God Jon Brennan
95 -- When I Hear His Name Victoria Steelman
96 96 Heading HomeWith Jesus To Be Lizzy G And Jeff Napier
97 -- Cherished Memories Jeff Hamilton
98 -- Jesus Is The Way Rachel Taylor
99 -- This One’s For You Rocky and Tammie Smith
100 -- Someday Things Are Gonna Get Better Johnny Jones
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CVM Black/Urban Gospel
TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 8 Still Knocking 100 A.K.A. TheMessenger
2 6 Grateful (ft. Friday) Dante Bowe
3 5 Let The Church Swing Tauren Wells
4 1 Come Jesus Come CeCeWinans & Cody Johnson
5 13 Do It Again Kirk Franklin
6 10 In The Room Mr. Jae Tyson
7 14 He Was There Marvin Sapp
8 18 Give Me You Me' Kayla
9 19 Work It Out For Me Zacardi Cortez
10 37 Church Parking Lot Otis Kemp
11 2 Words Donald Lawrence
12 22 Your Glory 2 C U Earnest Pugh
13 23 Trsut And Obey Erica Campbell
14 35 I'm In A Change Mack Holland
15 28 God Don't Cancel Me Rudy Currence
17 25 I Can Marcus Jordan
17 11 Yahweh Jason Nelson
18 38 When I Think Ricky Dillard
19 22 Peace In The Valley Lil Blair & The Fantastic Violinaires
20 3 Searching Anthony Reels
21 9 Building Bridges Instead of Walls Frozene Hayes
22 24 Live Breathe Fight Tamela Mann
23 26 Make A Way Vashawn Mitchell
24 29 Church Medley John P. Kee
25 31 Misfits Keylosophy
26 7 Still A Long Way From Home George Carter & Gentlemen of Faith
27 30 God Did It Kenny Lewis & One Voice
28 40 Blessings Tanya Nolan
29 44 I Can Count On You The Group Fire
30 34 Right On Time Fantastic Spiritual Voices
31 17 Like You Mary Dailey
32 48 Unspoken Jackee H
33 43 I'm A Child Of The King Micahel GI
34 15 Amen Pastor Mike Jr
35 -- Praise In The Choir Stand Brent Jones
36 -- Nobody But Jesus Josh Copeland
37 41 Rescue Me Dr Leon Thompson
38 27 Working On A Building Larry Hill
39 21 All About The Love Calvin Bridges
40 -- Give You All My Worship (ft.Leon McCrary) Marvin Dexter Moore
41 -- God's Prodigy Jackee H
42 46 Your Name Jovonta Patton
43 -- Nobody Knows Prophet Yoshua
44 47 Don't Faint Jekalyn Carr
45 -- Count It All Joy The Scotts
46 50 Confident Bri Babineaux
47 -- Lift Me Up Blessing Offor
48 -- In The Room James Fortune
49 -- Vessel Or Mercy Jennifer Gray
50 -- Church (ft. John Legend) Tasha Cobbs Leonard

CVM Contemporary Christian
TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 9 No Survivors Jeremy Camp
2 8 Won’t Start now Seph Schluter
3 4 Heaven On My Mind TobyMac
4 12 Honest Leanna Crawford
5 2 Jesus Loves Zach Williams
6 17 Dusty Bibles Josiah Queen
7 10 Don't Faint Jekalyn Carr
8 14 Shine Like Heaven Shekinah Grace Moyes
9 20 Live Breathe Fight Tamela Mann
10 1 What An Awesome God Phil Wickham
11 19 Somebody Prayed Crowder
12 5 Do It Again Kirk Franklin
13 18 Confident Bri Babineaux
14 26 Trust And Obey Erica Campbell
15 25 I'm In A Change Mack Holland
16 13 Come Jesus Come CeCe Winans & Cody Johnson
17 24 Words Donald Lawrence
18 27 Give You All My Worship (ft.Leon McCary) Marvin Dexter Moore
19 23 God Story Anne Wilson
20 36 Grateful (ft. Fridayy) Dante Bowe
21 32 Place In This World for King & Country
22 33 I Believe You Megan Woods
23 48 How Good It Is Chris Tomlin
24 28 Your Glory 2 C U Earnest Pugh
25 3 Can't Steal My Joy Josiah Queen & Brandon Lake
26 38 Give Me You Me' Kayla
27 42 Church Parking Lot Otis Kemp
28 11 Let The Church Sing Tauren Wells
29 31 Still Crowder & Zach Williams
30 30 Unspoken Jackee H
31 39 Don't Stop Praying MatthewWest
32 43 Blessings Tanya Nolan
33 7 Your Way's Better Forrest Frank
34 41 Give Me You Me'Kayla
35 44 I Can Count On You The Group Fire
36 15 Make A Way Vashawn Mitchell
37 46 Have Your Way Katy Nichole
38 40 In The Room Mr. Jae Tyson
39 -- Three Kings We Are Messengers
40 -- Breakdown Andrew Ripp
41 -- Church (ft. John Legend) Tasha Cobbs Leonard
42 47 Church Medley John P. Kee
43 50 Let It Be A Hallelujah Lauren Daigle
44 -- Brent Jones Praise In The Choir Stand
45 49 God Did It Kenny Lewis & One Voice
46 -- I've Just Seen Too Much Big Daddy Weave
47 -- Our King Has Come Katy Nichole & Matt Maher
48 -- For You Ashes Awaken
49 -- Is This The Thanks I Get Ashley Collins
50 -- God Did It Micah Tyler
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CVM Bluegrass Gospel
TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 13 That Reunion Tim Raybon Band
2 5 Ready And Waiting King James Boys
3 8 Come Jesus Come Grascals
4 16 Above The Clouds Eighteen Mile
5 20 More Than A Hollow Hallelujah The Isaacs
6 9 Even Better When You Listen Joe Mullins & The Radio Ramblers
7 12 Come On Home Lakeside
8 15 Follow The Leader Nick Chandler & Delivered
9 23 I'll Never Feel The Fire Tim Davis (ft. Jeff Tolbert & Josh Swiff)
10 21 Can't You Hear JerusalemMoan Hammertowne
11 19 Jesus Sweet Jesus Mark Houser & Bluegrass Drive w/ Rhonda Vincent
12 35 How Can You Refuse Him Now Rhonda Vincent
13 7 Build Me An Ark Caroline Owens
14 4 Memories Of Mother Junior Sisk with Ricky Skaggs
15 1 That's What We Did Jeff Tolbert & Primitive Road
16 25 I've Made It Home Shelton & Williams
17 24 Jesus Satisfies Danny Roberts
18 11 Two Old Church Pews Danny Paisley
19 38 Good Time Get Together Jesse Smathers
20 2 Lay ‘Em Down Benson
21 44 That Sweet Land Of God Somewhere Primitive Quartet
22 6 Soldiers Of Heaven Ashleigh Graham
23 29 Blue Collar Gospel Jerry Salley & The Oak Ridge Boys
24 28 In Spite Of My Yesterday The Kapples
25 32 No Empty Chairs In Heaven David Parmley
26 36 There Is A Rock High Road
27 33 Master Carpenter Lincoln Mash & Heather Alley
28 30 These Old Burdens Williamson Branch
29 3 The Truth, The Light, The Way Darin & Brooke Aldridge
30 43 Are You Praying Hard Gospel Plowboys
31 14 Jubilee's-A-Coming Little Roy & Lizzy Show
32 -- The Outlaw (ft. Becky Isaacs Bowman Becky Buller
33 10 Rise Above It All Becky Buller & Nathan Woodard
34 18 My Lord Is Taking Me Away High Fidelity
35 42 Heaven Is Your Hometown Wilson Banjo Company
36 17 Come To Jesus Amanda Cook
37 34 Child Of The King Daniel Grindstaff
38 -- I Can Pray Daryl Mosley
39 -- I'm Just A Nobody Eric Horner
40 49 Little White Church Crandall Creek
41 -- Angels From The Realms Of Glory Rrinaco
42 50 I Am The One Jeff Tolbert & Primitive Road
43 48 On The Battlefield For My Lord Larry Sparks
44 -- I Found It All In The Blood Bama Blu-Grace
45 41 When Jesus Calls My Name Don Rigsby
46 -- That Eternal Home Eagle's Wings
47 47 Rock Pile Dave Adkins
48 39 He's Gone Jaelee Roberts w/ Ricky Skaggs, Sharon & Cheryl White
49 -- The Lamb, The Lion , And The King New River Bluegrass
50 -- In The Shadow Of The Cross Right Side

is a premium, global radio distribution and promotion
platform. AirPlay Direct delivers a smart set of digital marketing and
promotion tools professionally supported with radio promotion training
for independent artists and record labels.

provides artists and records labels a music business
platform designed to help them keep their music in front of and available
to our global radio station members and music industry professionals
every day of the year... 24/7 - 365. From new releases to global radio
promotion of deep catalog, AirPlay Direct is the solution.

For more information please visit: AirPlayDirect.com

Contact: LyndaWeingartz at lynda@AirPlayDirect.com
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When theChurchTypes
Before It Thinks

Why We Must Talk About
Cyber Bullying

T here’s something about a keyboard that gives
people courage they would never have face-to-
face. Words come easier. Judgment feels justified.

And empathy often gets left out entirely.
Recently, a painful incident involving Karlye Hopper,

daughter ofKim Hopper and part of the beloved Gospel group
The Hoppers, brought this issue into sharp focus.

What should have been a moment handled with grace
instead became a reminder of how quickly criticism -
especially from those who identify as “church people” - can
cross the line into cruelty.

When Opinion Turns Into Harm
Let’s be clear: everyone has a right to an opinion. But

having a right to speak does not mean we are free from
responsibility for the impact of our words.

Behind a screen, it’s easy to forget there’s a real person
on the other side - someone with a family, a calling, a heart,
and feelings. What may feel like “just a comment” to one
person can become a deep wound to another.

In this situation, words were spoken that didn’t bring
correction or clarity - they brought pain. And that pain didn’t
stop at the individual being targeted. It affected family
members, relationships, and an entire community watching
it unfold.

A Needed Conversation
That’s why I recently sat down with Kim Hopper for an

honest conversation about what happened, how it affected her
daughter Karlye, and the emotional toll online attacks can
take - especiallywhen they come frompeople who claim faith
as their foundation.

This wasn’t about stirring drama. It was about telling the
truth.

Cyber bullying doesn’t always look like name-calling or
threats. Sometimes it shows up wrapped in religious language,
disguised as “concern,” “discernment,” or “just being honest.”
But intent doesn’t erase impact.

The Church Has to Do Better
If the church is going to speak into culture, it must also

be willing to look inward.
Scripture calls us to speak the truth - but it also calls us

to do so in love. Before posting, commenting, or sharing, we
need to ask ourselves:

• Would I say this to their face?
• Would I want this said about my child?
• Does this bring healing - or harm?
Social media has given everyone a platform, but it has

also removed the pause that used to exist when words were
spoken in person.

That pause matters.

ByMickey Bell

Dean and Kim’s oldest daughter Karlye now
stands alongside her parents sharing the good
news of the Gospel.



Southern Gospel Bullying
Bullying within the Gospel music industry is a

conversation we can no longer avoid.
This is a genre built on faith, hope, and the message of

Christ - yet too often, artists and families find themselves
wounded by comments and criticism coming from inside their
own community.

Instead of standing together on the same team, words are
sometimes used to divide, belittle, and tear one another down,
often under the guise of “discernment” or “having an opinion.”

As a genre that carries the nameChristian,
we should be setting the standard for love,
grace, and accountability - not modeling the
same bullying behavior we condemn in the
world.

If our music proclaims redemption and
compassion, then our words - on stage and
online - should reflect that same spirit.

Why This Matters
We talk about cyber bullying because

silence allows it to continue. We talk about it
because words have consequences.
And we talk about it because faith should
never be used as a weapon.

This recent incident is not just about one
family - it’s about a pattern we’ve allowed to
grow unchecked. If we don’t address it, it will
keep hurting people who never deserved it.

It’s time to slowdown, show restraint, and
remember that kindness is not weakness - it’s
a choice.

And sometimes, the most Christ-like thing
we can do…is simply not hit “post.”

If You Have Been Bullied
If you’ve been bullied - online or in

person - please know that you don’t have to
face it alone, and you don’t have to minimize
the hurt it causes.

The first step is to tell someone you trust
- a friend, family member, pastor, counselor,
or mentor - because silence often gives

bullying more power than it deserves.
Save messages or screenshots if the behavior is ongoing,

and don’t hesitate to set boundaries, including blocking or
reporting abusive accounts when necessary.

Most importantly, seek professional support if the weight
of the words is affecting your mental health. Talking with a
counselor or therapist is a sign of strength, not weakness.

Your worth is not defined by what someone says about
you online. Getting help is how you begin to reclaim your
voice, your peace, and your sense of safety.
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With theworld in whichwe liveconstantly tearingus down,and
Christians forgetting to show the love of Christ; our family has
taken ona newmotto. Wehope thesimplicity of these two little
words resonate with you and act as a reminder in your daily
walk. - The Hoppers
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&& TTESTIMONYESTIMONY
Where Food Meets Faith and Every Dish Tells a Story

Annie Ruth

M arch always sneaks up
on me. One day I’m
stirring a pot of winter

stew, and the next I’m standing on my
porch with my apron still on, listening
to the ground thaw. My grandmama
used to say, “Baby, when the soil
starts talking, you best be ready to
answer.”

I didn’t understand her then, but
I do now. March is a month of holy
in‑betweens ‐ not quite winter, not
quite spring. It’s the season when
God whispers, “Prepare.” Not rush.
Not bloom. Prepare.

When I was a girl, this was the
time Mama would pull out her seed
packets - tomatoes, okra, pole beans,
squash - and spread them across the
kitchen table like a deck of promises.
She’d run her fingers over each one
and pray under her breath. She didn’t
call it prayer, but that’s what it was.
A woman talking to God about the
things she hoped would grow.

I find myself doing the same
thing now.Not alwayswith seeds, but
with life. With the things I’ve buried
deep in the soil of my heart - dreams,
hurts, hopes, and the quiet places
where I still need the Lord to breathe.

March reminds me that God
works in the unseen long before
anything breaks the surface. The roots
come first. The strengthening comes
first. The hidden work comes first.
And that’s good news for anybody
who feels like they’re waiting on
something to change.

So today, I’m inviting you into
my kitchen for something simple,
comforting, and perfect for this
in‑between season ‐ a dish that carries
you from the last chill of winter into
the first breath of spring. It’s the kind
of food that tastes like hope rising.

Early-Spring Chicken & Herb Dumplings
A lighter,brighter takeon aclassic -perfect for those firstwarm dayswhen you’restill craving
comfort but ready for something new.

Ingredients
For the stew:
• 2 tbsp butter
• 1 tbsp olive oil
• 1 medium onion, diced
• 2 carrots, sliced
• 2 celery stalks, sliced
• 3 cloves garlic, minced
• 3 cups cooked shredded chicken
• 6 cups chicken broth
• 1 cup peas (fresh or frozen)
• 1 tsp dried thyme
• 1 tsp dried parsley
• Salt and pepper to taste

For the herb dumplings:
• 1 ½ cups all-purpose flour
• 2 tsp baking powder
• ½ tsp salt
• 2 tbsp cold butter, grated
• ¾ cup buttermilk
• 2 tbsp fresh chopped herbs (parsley, chives, or dill)

Instructions
1. Melt butter and olive oil in a large pot. Add onion, carrots, and celery. Cook until
softened.

2. Stir in garlic and cook one minute more.
3. Add chicken, broth, thyme, parsley, salt, and pepper. Bring to a gentle simmer.
4. In a bowl, whisk flour, baking powder, and salt. Cut in grated butter. Stir in buttermilk
and herbs until just combined.

5. Drop spoonfuls of dough into the simmering stew. Cover and cook 12–15 minutes
without lifting the lid.

6. Add peas during the last 5 minutes. Taste and adjust seasoning.

Serve warm, with gratitude for the God who works in quiet places.

If February taught us to honor where we’ve come from,
March teaches us to prepare for where we’re going. Don’t
despise the slow days. Don’t rush the roots. God is doing more
beneath the surface than you can see.

And when the soil starts talking - in your garden or in your
spirit - answer with faith.
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